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Dear Parents and Students,         

It is amazing how fast the summer goes! The staff and I are extremely excited to open up this school year and 

welcome back our students in just over a month.  In addition to spending precious time with their families 

during the course of the summer, our staff members have continued to step up to meet the needs of each 

individual student by attending classes and professional development, including various International 

Baccalaureate (IB) sessions, and to help make our school’s mission a reality: 

Sterling Middle School, in collaboration with parents, families and the community, will develop:  

 Knowledgeable and balanced students with a challenging program of international education 

 Open-minded students with intercultural understanding and respect 

 Caring students to create a peaceful world. 

During this last school year, we finished our second year as a Middle Years Programme (MYP) school.  We 

were the first school outside of the Chicago area in the state of Illinois to receive this designation from 

International Baccalaureate.   Our teachers, support staff, and administration are continuing to work 

extremely hard and are committed to providing your children with an education that is second to none.  

This year, I am happy to introduce Lynn Lane as our new Assistant principal for Sterling Middle School.   We 

are also still in the process of finalizing our master schedule and hiring teachers to fill vacancies. There will be 

several new staff members who are excited to meet your students’ needs.  Together we will bring a wide 

range of experience and expertise to the school.  Each parent and student will receive an organizational chart 

on the first day of school that will let you know “who to see” if you have questions.  Both of us will also be 

available via email, and the website will be updated to ensure you have our contact information.  We will 

respond to calls and emails within 48 hours.   

In addition to welcoming new staff and actively participating in ongoing professional development, we are 

also excited about the following additions/projects for the 2016-2017 school year:  

 16 new classroom computers, 7 new smartboards, and 8 Elmo projectors for student and teacher 
use that have been funded through Title I 

 Expansion of Sterling Middle School into the West Wing for Art, Music, Chorus, Band and Orchestra 
 

In preparation for this upcoming school year, please save the date for Saturday, July 30, 2016 for Backpack 

Peoria.  The event will run from 9:00-2:00pm at the Peoria Dream Center downtown.  Mrs. Lane and I will be 

there, along with several other staff members.  We would all love to meet all of our parents and students.   

Mr. Joe Gallo 
Principal 

Mrs. Lynn Lane 
Assistant Principal 



In addition to Backpack Peoria, our district will also offer registration hubs this school year to help get your 

family prepared for school. Peoria Public Schools now requires first day compliance! All students must have 

the required physicals & immunizations (see health requirements sheet in this packet) on the first day to 

avoid exclusion. 

• July 25th – Online registration for returning MBS students opens.  Families should login to 

Family Access on or after July 25th and complete the registration steps by clicking on the “Online 

Enrollment Verification” link on the main screen. This link will be available on each student’s 

screen within the family. Returning families may also use the new student hubs to access Online 

Enrollment Verification. 

• July 26th and 28th – Student registration hubs open 8:00 am – 8:00 pm at Richwoods, Peoria 

High, Lincoln, Manual and the Health Department (Physicals, Immunizations and Dental services 

will be available at Manual and at the Health Department) 

• July 30th – Backpack Peoria @ the Dream Center 9:00 am -2:00 pm  

(Registration and some health services will be available) 

• August 3rd – Student registration hubs open 8:00 am – 8:00 pm at Richwoods, Peoria High, 

Lincoln, Manual and the Health Department (Physicals, Immunizations and Dental services will 

be available at Manual and at the Health Department) 

• August 6th – Student registration hubs open 9:00 am – 1:00 pm at Richwoods, Peoria High, 

Lincoln, Manual and the Health Department (Physicals, Immunizations and Dental services will 

be available at Manual and at the Health Department). During student registration, students will 

also have the opportunity to tour the building to ensure they are ready to start the year and 

alleviate some stress of attending school in a new and unfamiliar building.  All other Sterling 

students will receive information during the first week of school concerning fee payments, 

emergency cards, etc. 

• Students and families are also invited to stop by Sterling during normal school hours anytime 

during the two weeks prior to the start of school to tour the building and turn in any necessary 

information. 

As stated above, administrators and staff have been attending professional development this summer and 

have “stepped up” to provide Sterling students a top-notch education.  We will continue training throughout 

the year to ensure we meet the needs of all students.   Through the MYP, our mission is to provide students 

with an education that focuses on the “whole student,” fostering their curiosity as learners, helping them to 

become more reflective, critical thinkers who effectively collaborate and problem-solve, and providing them 

with opportunities to learn about, appreciate, and connect with other cultures.  When our students are 

promoted to high school, they will be prepared for success at the high school level and to be productive 

members of society.   

We are committed to making Sterling a school of excellence.  We are “stepping up” to ensure our school is 

“second to none” academically, athletically and culturally.  In order to assure that our students receive a top-

notch education, we need all stakeholders to “step up” as well, including parents, families and our students.  

Our students need to be in attendance, on time and ready to learn each day.  Our students need to 

commit themselves to following our academic and PBIS expectations to maximize instructional time during 

the day.  If our students buy-in to our expectations and the MYP, they will not only have the foundation to be 

successful leaders at the high school level, but they will also learn, practice, and begin to master the skills 

necessary to be successful at the collegiate level so they can compete in the global market.  We also greatly 

appreciate any and all parental involvement.  The number one indicator in the success of a student is the level 

of parent/guardian involvement in the education of a child.  Please get involved in any way that you can.  



Attend extra-curricular events, participate in our back-to-school events, and attend our curriculum nights.  

These events will all be posted on calendars and our website throughout the year.  In addition, we would love 

to continue to grow our PTO.   Again, we appreciate any and all parent/family involvement.  It takes a village 

to raise a child, and I encourage and welcome all families of Sterling students to become part of the Sterling 

family.  

Remember school will begin on Wednesday, August 17th at 7:30am and will end at 2:30pm each day.  Bus 

routes may have changed this year, so please look for notices from our Transportation Department in the 

mail or call 693-4418 to ensure your son or daughter will know the pick-up location and time.   

We look forward to another great year! 

 

Joe Gallo, Principal 


